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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, I.C. 20463

June 22, 2007

Rudy Parker, Treasurer

Decmocratic Exccutive Commttee of Flonda

214 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, FL 32302 Response Due Date:

July 23, 2007
Identification Number:  C0O0005561

Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report (10/19/06 — 11/27/06)
Dear Mr. Parker:

This letter is prompted by the Commussion’s prelininary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
yvour federal elcction campaign finances. An adequate response must be received at
the Commission by the response date noted above. An itemization of the information
necded follows: '

-Schedule A of your report (see attached) discloses one or more
contributions which appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2
U.S.C. §441a(f) and 11 CFR §110.1(c} prohibit a State, district or local
party committee (combined) from receiving any contribution from a persoen
or non-multicandidate political committee 1n excess of $10,000 per
calendar vear.

If any apparently excessive contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you must amend your original report with the
clarifying information.

[f any contribution you received exceeds the Limits, you may have to
refund the excessive amount. The funds can be retained if within 60 days
of receipt, {1} the excessive amount was properly reattributed to another
person, such as a joint account holder, by obtaining signed written
authorizations from each person making the contribution pursuant to 11
CFR 110.I{k}3), and (2) the treasurer informs the person making the
contribution that he or she may request the refurn of the excessive portion
of the contribution if it is not intcnded to be a joint contribution. Any
request from a donor for a refund must be honored.
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Altcrnatively, the funds can be retained if withuin 60 days of receipt you (1)
transferred the excessive amount to an account not used to influence federal
elections, and (2) provided written notice to the person making the
contribution of the option of receiving a refund. Any request from a donor
for a refund must be honored.

If the foregoing conditions for reattributions or transfers to a non-federal
account wecre not met within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must

be refunded.

Pleasc inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of vour check for any transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any reatiributions should be reported as memo entrics
on Schedule A of the report covering the perjod during which the
authorization for the reattribution 1s received. Any transfers-out or refunds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Although the Commission may take further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an exccssive contribution(s}, prompt action by your
committee (o seek reattribution, transfer-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken into consideration.

-The hmiiation on making coordinated party expenditures on behall of a
House candidate in the State of Flonda for the 2006 general election 1s
$39.600.00. This report, however, discloses coordinated party expenditures
made on behalf of “Tim Mahoney™ and “Ron Klein™ tetaling $104,740.76
and $375,613.98, respectively, which appear to exceed the limitations
under 2 U.S.C. §441a(d).

[f any apparently excessive expenditure in qucstion was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you should amend your original report with clarifying
information.

If you have madec an cxcessive coordmated party expenditure, you must
notify the candidate and request a refund of the amount in excess of the
limitation.

Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of the refund request sent to the candidate.
[n addition, any refunds should be disclosed on Schedule A supporting Line
16 of the report covering the period during which they are recetved.
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Although the Commission may take further legal action conceming the
excessive coordinated party expenditures, prompt action in obtaining a
refund will be taken into consideration.

-schedule A of your report (see attached) discloses one or morc

contributions which appear to exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2

U.S.C. §441a(f) and 11 CFR §110.2(d) prolbit a state, district or [ocal

party committee (combined) from receiving any contribution from a
| multicandidate political committee in excess of 5,000 per calendar year,

If any apparently cxcessive contribution in question was incompletely or
incorrectly disclosed, you must amend your original report with the
clarifying information.

if any contribution you received exceeds the limits, you may have to
refund the excessive amount. The funds can be retained 1f within 60 days

3. ‘ :
: of receipt you (1) transferred the excessive amount to an account not used

Iu to influence federal elections, and (2) provided written notice to the person
I':I": making the contribution of the option of receiving a refund. Any requesi
oy tfrom a donor for a refund must be honored.

M If the foregoing conditions for transfers to a non-federal account were not

.. met within 60 days of receipt, the excessive amount must be refunded.
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Please inform the Commission of your corrective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for any transfer-out or
refund. In addition, any transfers-out or rcfunds should be disclosed on
Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report during which the
transaction was made.

-Schedule F of your report indicates that your committee may have failed to
timely filc one or more of the required 24 hour notices for coordinated
expenditures made in excess of the [imitations under 11 CFR Part 400 (scc
attached). A National or State committee of a political party that makes
coordinated expenditures in excess of the limitations pursuant to 11 CFR
Part 400, must inform the Federal Electon Commission of the amount of
such expenditures by facsimile machine or electronic mail within 24 hours
of making such expenditures. These expenditures must then be fully
itemized on Schedule F, or as memo entries on Schedule F and reflected on
Schedule D if distributed or disseminated prior to payment, of the next
report required to be filed by the committee. Although the Commission
may take further action concerning this matter, your prompt response will
be taken into consideration 11 CFR §400.30(c)(2)
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-Schedule A supporting Lines 11(a)(1) and 11(c) of your report discloses
receipts from “Campaign of Campaign of Christine Jennings” and “Bill
Nelson For US Senate Campaign Account” which requircs further
clarification. For example, if this activity represents a transfer of funds,
please indicate “‘transfer” on Schedule A supporting Line 11(¢) of your
report. If this activity represents a reimbursement for services provided to
this committee, please indicate this on Schedule A supporting Line 15 of
your report. Please amend your report to clanfy the type of activity this
receipt(s) represents,

Jtemized disburscments must include a brief statcment or description of
why the disbursements were made. Please amend Schedule B of yeour
report to clarify the following description(s): “See Memo [tems.” For

further guidance regarding acceptable purposes of disbursements, plesse
refer to 11 CFR §104.3(b)(3).

-Schedule HS of your report discloses a $313,602.09 transfer-in of Levin
funds to vour federal account for GOTYV acuivity. However, Schedule L-B
supporting Line 5 of the Schedule L Aggregation Page for the “FDP
Federal 37 account discloses a $313,662.09 transfer-out of Levin funds for
this activity. Please amend your report to clarify this apparent discrepancy,

-Schedule B supporting Linc 3({b) of your report discloses payments for
“Direct Mail” which is categorized as Federal Election Activity and
therefore, may require the disclosure of the candidate(s) this activity should
be atiributed to., Expenditures and disbursements for public
commurnications that refer to a clearly identified candidate for Federal
office and that promote, support, attack or opposc any candidate for Federal
office, meet the definition of Federal Election Activity under 11 CFR
§100.24 and should be disclosed on Schedule B for Line 30(b) along with
the identity of the candidate(s).

Further, please be advised that public communications that meet ‘the
definition of Federal Election Activity and that also contain express
advocacy as defined under 11 CFR §100.22, but do not mect the conditions
of exempt activity, would constitute an in-kind contribution, an
independent expenditure or a coordinated party expenditure and should be
properly disclosed on a Schedule B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25,
as appropriate rathcr than on Schedule B for Line 30(b). Please clarify if
this activity meets the definition of Federal Election Activity or if it
contains express advocacy and amend your report to properly disclose this
activity, if nccessary.
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-Schedule B of your report discloses a reimbursement(s) to an individualis)
tor apparent travel and subsistence advances in which the total amount
reimbursed exceeds $500. When the rexsmbursement amount to staff for
travel and subsistence advances excecds $500, the payments by commitice
staff that make up the reimbursement may have to be itemized. For
example, if the related payment(s) to any one vendor by the staff aggregates
$200 or more for the calendar year, the payment(s) must be itemized as a
memo entry for that reimbursement. Each memo entry must inciude the
complcte namc and address of the original vendor, as well as the date,
amount and an adequate purpose. Please amend your report to include the
missing information and clearly identify on the Scheduie B, which
reimbursement each memao eniry relates to. If itemization is not necessary
for a particular reimbursement to staff in excess of $500, you must clarify
thts 1n an amendment to this reporf. 11 CFR §300.36{b) and Advisory
Opinion 1996-20, footnote 3

-Schedule H4 supporting Line 21{a) of your report discloses a payment(s)
for “Salary,” “Taxes,” and “Payroll Taxes.” Please be advised that
pursuant to 11 CFR §300.33{c}{2), salaries and wages for employecs who
spend more than 25% of their compensated time in a given month on
Federal election activity (FEA) or activities in connection with a Federal
clection must not be allocated between or among federal and non-federal
accounts.  Rather, only federal funds may be used. Further, the
Commission concluded in Advisory Opinion 2003-11 that amounts spent
for employee-specific “fringe benefits,” consisting of health insurance,
disability insurance, life insurance, retirement benefits and payroll taxes,
fall into the category of compensated time.

Please clarify whether this activity is for employees who spent 25% or less
of their time during the month(s) referenced above on FEA or activities In
connection with a Federal e¢lection. If this is not the case, any
reimbursement from your committec’s non-federal account for this
payment 15 not permissible and must be returned.  Although the
Commussion may take further legal action regarding any improper
allocation activity, your prompt action will be taken into consideration.

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses $2,430.72 in payments for “Contract
Services/Day Workers” and “Consulting Fees/Political Strategy” to
individuals. Please clarify whether these individuals are employees of your
committee. If they are employees, please clarify whether this activity is for
cmployees who spent 25% or less of their time during the month(s)
referenced above on Federal election activity (FEA) or activities in
conncction with a Federal election. You are advised that pursuant to 11
CFR §300.33(c)(2), salaries and wages for employees whe spend more
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than 25% of their compensated time in a given month on FEA or activitics
in connection with a Federal election must not be allocated between or
among federal, non-federal and Levin accounts. Rather, only federal funds
may be used,

Any reimbursement from your committee's non-federal or Levin account
for salary and wage payments for employees who spent more than 25% of
their compensated time in a given month on FEA is not permissible and
must be returned. Please provide clanfication regarding these payments.

-On Schedule H2, you disclose the ratio for “Clinton Event 20006/0c3,”
“"HRC 2006/Sep,” and “Warner 2006/0Oct” to be the same as previously
reported; however, it appears that this activity/event was not previousiy

reported. Please amend your report to clanfy this discrepancy. 11 CFR
§8104.10 and 104.17

-On Schedule H4, your allocated activity or event year-fo-date total
calculations for the Administrative category are incorrect. Allocated
activity or event year-to-date totals for administrative, voter drive, cxempt
activity costs and expenses for public communications made by PACs
rcferencing  only political parties are dernived by aggregating all
disbursements during the calendar year for each separate category.
Allocated activity or event year-to-date totals for fundraising and direct
candidatc support activities are derived by aggregating all disbursements
during the calendar year within a specific cvent. These shonld be
calculated by adding the latest disbursement for a category or event to the
previous event year-to-date total for that category or event. This running
event year-to-date total should be disclosed after each disbursement is
listed. Please amend your report by providing the correct event year-fo-
date totals.

“Please clarify all expenditures made for “Equipment Rental” on Schedule
H4. 1If a portion or all of these expenditures were made on behalf of
specifically identified federal candidates, this amount should be disclosed
on Schedules B, E, or F supporting Lines 23, 24, or 25 and include the
amount, name, address and officec seught by ecach candidate. 11 CFR
£8104.3(b} and 106.1

Alternatively, if the payment(s) on Schedule H4 1is associated with
fundraising activity conducted for your committee’s federal and non-federal
accounts, it must be allocated according to the funds received method and
the ratio reflected on Schedule H2. Further, 1t must be categorized as a
fundraising activity on Schedulc H4. Please provide clanfying information
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regarding the nature of this transaction(s} and amend your rcport(s} as
appropriate,

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses a reimbursement(s) to an
individual(s) for apparent travel and subsistence advances 1n which the total
amount reimbursed exceeds $500. When the reimbursement amount to
staft for travcl and subsistence advances cxceeds $300, the payments by
committee staff that make up the reimbursement have to be itemized as
memo entries regardless of the amount. Each memo entry must include the
complete name and address of the original vendor, as well as the date,
amount and an adequate purpose. Please amend your report to inciude the
missing informaftion and clearly identify on the Schedule H4, which
reimburscment each memo entry relates to. 11 CFR §§104,10 and 104,17,
and Advisory Opinion 1996-20, footnote 3

" -Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) of your report discloses a payment(s)

i for “Voter File Appending” which appears to be disclosed on the wrong
L line of the Detailed Summary Page. Please be advised that Voter
|£. [dentification, Generic Campaign and Get-out-the-vote activity conducted
sy in conncction with an election in which one or more candidates for Federal
s oifice appear on the ballot is considered to be Federal Election Activity. 11

I CFR §100.24 Please amend your report to properly disclose this activity on

Linc 30(b) or provide clarification regarding this activity.

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on
this matter., Adequate responses received on or beforc this datec will be taken into
consideration in determining whether audit action will be initiated. Requests for
extensions of time in which to respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an
adequate response by this date may result in an audit of the committee. Fanlure to comply
with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enfor¢cement action against the
committee, Any response submitted by your committee will be placed on the public
record and will be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforcement action.

Electronic hlers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and
rcports) in an electronic format and must submit an amended report 1n its entirety, rather
than just thosc_portions of the report that are being amended. If vou should have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to venty the adequacy of your response, please
contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694- 1399,

Sincerely,

=
aripaign F inanc‘;@?/

218 Reports Analysis Division
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Excessive Contribution From an Individual:
Contributar Name Natc

Edwin Walborsky 10/05/06

Edwin Walborsky 11/02/06

Amount
$7.500.00

$5,000.00

Report
2006 12 Day Pre-General
2006 30 Day Post-General

Excessive Contribution From a Committee;

Contributor Name Amount
IBEW-COPE 4/03/06 $1,500.00 2006 May Monthly
| IBEW-COPE 10/29/06 |  $10,000.00 2006 30 Day Post-General |
Missing 24 Hour Notice (Schedule F):
Name of I"ayce Date Amount Purpose Candidate

Cietta Kiandal 1 1/05/2006 $319.50 Mileage | Christine Jennings

Jed Bhuta _11/05/2006 $441.30 Auto Travel | Christine Jennings |
. | Rene Munoxz FLAG5/2006 | 51,156.88 Mileage | Christine Jennings |
1 Jeflrey Tilton 11/05/2000 $223.10 Auto Travel | Christine Jennings
o Ken Willis 11/05/2006 $57.81 Auto Travel | Christine Jennings |
iy Jeremy Halderman | 11/05/2006 | $1,998.40 Mileage | Christine Jennings
'j ' Shannon Waechter | 11/05/2006 $80.43 | Office Supplies | Christine Jennings
e Wission Control 11/05/2006 | $34,318.32 Direct Mail | Christine Jennings
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